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P R O F I L E

I am a dedicated Forensic Anthropologist and Bioarchaeologist with over 12 years 

experience excavating and analyzing human skeletal remains in the Asia-Paci,c 

region. I currently lead research expeditions to excavate prehistoric and historic 

cemeteries in IndonesiaU ZzbekistanU and the Znited States. I was the key forensic 

anthropologist for the New (ealand Defense Force operation Te Auraki )The Return5 

that successfully repatriated 36 soldiers who died overseas between 19   and 1971. 

In 2020U I won a Zniversity of Otago Early Career Award for Distinction in Research.—

E M P L O Y M E N T  H I S T O R Y

Research Fellow, University of Otago DunedinU New (ealand

Nov 2017 • Present

$ 40-60 hours per week.

$ Principal Investigator )PI5 of seven major bioarchaeological projects

$ Supervision of graduate students )2 Honours and 1 PhD candidate5

$ Secured grants totalling M34 U000 N(D as a PI and M910U000 as an AI.

$ Project managed and lead teams for bioarchaeological research projects in 

IndonesiaU ZzbekistanU and California.

$ Skeletal analysis for biological pro,lesU pathologyU and trauma.

$ Isotope analysis )CU NU SU SrU O5 to understand dietU healthU and migration.

$ Collaboration with international and national )N(5 researchers.

$ Publication and dissemination of research in academic peer-reviewed 

journalsU conferencesU workshopsU and public lectures.—

$ Obtained M2 U000 N(D to successfully set-up an isotope prep laboratory.

Forensic Anthropologist, New Zealand Defence 

Force

FijiU American SamoaU 

KalaysiaU SingaporeU 

England and S. 8orea

Apr 201J • Oct 201J

$ 40-60 hours per week workU 4 tranches over 4 months in 6 countries.

$ Personally excavated over 30 deceased N(DF personnel buried between 

19  -1971.

$ Provided secondary IDs )ageU sexU statureU ancestryU traumaU pathology5 using 

standard forensic anthropology methods.—

$ Assisted forensic odontologists with primary IDs using dentitions and army 

dental records.

$ Zsed the international Disaster Victim Identi,cation )DVI5 method for all IDs.—

$ The only forensic anthropologist to work on all four tranches in all six countries.

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, The Max Planck 

Institute for the Science of Human History

:enaU Germany

Oct 2016 • Nov 2017

$ 40 hours per week.

$ Collaborator on a large Asia-Paci,c ancient DNA )aDNA5 project.

$ Liaised with museums )Fiji KuseumU Solomon Islands Kuseum5 and 

universities )Zniversitas AirlanggaU IndonesiaU and the Zniversity of Otago5 to 

collect aDNA samples.

$ Experienced in the correct protocol for the collection of human bone and tooth 

samples for DNA research.

$ Zsed established research network to access skeletal collections.

$ Secured dif,cult-to-obtain research permits and sampling permits from 

foreign countries including IndonesiaU FijiU and the Solomon Islands.
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